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Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 

(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 1127 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the 
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half 
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 1 127 day(s). 

If a Continued Prosecution Apphcation (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regai-ding the Patent Tenn Extension or Adjustment detennination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (57i)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at l-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200. 
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The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with 
your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to 
the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this 
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records is required by the Freedom of Information Acl. 

2. A record from this system of records may be Lliscloscd. as a routine use, in the course of presenting 
evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel 
in the course of settlement negotiations. 

3. A record in this systeiii of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress 
submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has 
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record. 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency 
having need for the information in order io perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be 
required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974. as amended, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 552a(m). 

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation 1 reaty in this 
system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for 
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy 
Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)). 

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, 
General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of 
that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and 
programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance 
with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant 
(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about 
individuals. 

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either 
publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 
U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a 
routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in 
which the proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published 
appUcation, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent. 

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local 
law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or 
regulation. 
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Applicant(s) 
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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the Initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to 2-8-11 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.3.8 and 16-27 . 

3. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) S All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . M Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

fdentifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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1 . □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 


5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 


2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 


6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 




Paper No./Mail Date . 


3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 


7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 


Paper No./Mail Date 




4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 


8. ^ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 


of Biological Material 






9. □ Other . 


/MARC DAZENSKI/ 


/Peter-Anthony Pappas/ 


Examiner, Art Unit 2481 


Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2481 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

On page 15 of the remarks, Applicant notes tliat "claim 1 lias been amended to 

clarify that the specifying information memory includes a physical memory, which now 
requires more than software alone." In view of this amendment, the examiner notes that 
the claim is now drawn only to statutory embodiments, and the rejection under 35 USC 
101 has been withdrawn. 

On page 15 of the remarks, Applicant notes that "claim 25 is directed to an 
integrated circuit, which requires physical hardware and requires more than software 
alone." Although the specification discloses "...the present invention may be embodied 
as computer programs realizing the methods by a computer, or digital signals 
representing the computer programs (see page 61 , lines 7-10)," the examiner notes that 
the specification also discloses that the claimed integrated circuit is comprised of only 
statutory embodiments that require some sort of physical hardware (see, e.g., the 
entirety of page 62 as well as lines 1 -1 9 of page 63). In view of these sections of the 
specification, the examiner believes the claim is now drawn to only statutory 
embodiments, and the rejection under 35 USC 101 has been withdrawn. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1, 3, 8 and 16-27 are allowed. 
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Applicant's claim 1 is drawn toward a video processing apparatus for specifying 
frames of content to be start frames of a plurality of viewing segments of the content, 
when segmenting the content into the plurality of viewing segments, the video 
processing apparatus comprising: a specifying information memory, which is a physical 
memory storing a plurality of pieces of specifying information, each piece of specifying 
information of the plurality of pieces of specifying information (i) corresponding to a 
different type of content, and (ii) including: a first condition identifying a feature of 
frames of the content to be detected as candidates for presentation frames, each of the 
presentation frames for being displayed as a representative still image of a respective 
viewing segment of the plurality of viewing segments; an exclusion condition identifying 
a feature of frames of the content to be excluded from being the candidates for the 
presentation frames; a second condition identifying a feature of frames of the content to 
be detected as candidates for start frames; and a selection condition identifying a 
relationship between a presentation frame of the content and a frame of the content that 
is to be selected as a start frame; a content obtaining unit operable to obtain a content; 
an information obtaining unit operable to obtain type information identifying the type of 
the obtained content; an extracting unit operable to extract, from the specifying 
information memory, a piece of specifying information, of the plurality of pieces of 
specifying information, that corresponds to the type of the content identified by the 
obtained type information; and a specifying unit operable, in accordance with the 
extracted piece of specifying information, to (i) specify the presentation frames of the 
content by detecting, from all frames of the content, frames of the content satisfying the 
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first condition and by subsequently excluding, from the detected frames satisfying the 
first condition, frames satisfying the exclusion condition, and (ii) specify start frames of 
the content by detecting, from all frames of the content, frames of the content satisfying 
the second condition and by subsequently selecting, from the detected frames satisfying 
the second condition, frames satisfying the relationship identified by the selection 
condition with respect to the specified presentation frames wherein specifying unit 
includes: a plurality of detecting subunits, each detecting subunit of the plurality of 
detecting subunits being operable to detect frames of the content having a different 
feature; an excluding subunit operable to exclude, from the detected frames satisfying 
the first condition, frames satisfying the exclusion condition; and a selecting subunit 
operable to select, from the detected frames satisfying the second condition, frames 
satisfying the relationship identified by the selection condition, wherein each of the first 
condition, the exclusion condition, and the second condition is an identifier to be used 
by one detecting subunit of the plurality of detecting subunits, and wherein, when 
operating in accordance with the extracted piece of specifying information 
corresponding to the type of the content identified by the obtained type information, the 
specifying unit (i) detects, from all frames of the content, a plurality of large-caption start 
frames, each large-caption start frame, of the plurality of large-caption start frames, 
being a first flame of a series of frames of the content during which a caption of a size 
larger than a threshold continuously appears in a predetermined region, and (ii) 
specifies, as a presentation flame of the content, each large-caption start flame, of the 
plurality of large-caption start flames, remaining after removing, from the plurality of 
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large-caption start frames, small-caption flames having a caption of a size smaller than 
a threshold appearing in a region other than the predetermined region. 

Applicant's independent claim 1 comprises a particular combination that is 
neither taught nor fairly suggested by the prior art. The closest prior art of record, 
Nakamura (US Patent 7,424,204), differs from the claimed invention by failing to teach 
or fairly suggest wherein, when operating in accordance with the extracted piece of 
specifying information corresponding to the type of the content identified by the obtained 
type information, the specifying unit (i) detects, from all frames of the content, a plurality 
of large-caption start frames, each large-caption start frame, of the plurality of large- 
caption start frames, being a first flame of a series of frames of the content during which 
a caption of a size larger than a threshold continuously appears in a predetermined 
region, and (ii) specifies, as a presentation flame of the content, each large-caption start 
flame, of the plurality of large-caption start flames, remaining after removing, from the 
plurality of large-caption start frames, small-caption flames having a caption of a size 
smaller than a threshold appearing in a region other than the predetermined region. 

Regarding independent claims 25, 26 and 27, the examiner notes that the 
claims are merely the corresponding integrated circuit, method, and computer-readable 
medium, respectively, of the apparatus of claim 1, and are therefore found allowable in 
view of the explanation set forth in claim 1 above. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to MARC DAZENSKI whose telephone number is (571) 
270-5577. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter-Anthony Pappas can be reached on (571) 272-7646. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/MARC DAZENSKI/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2481 



/Peter-Anthony Pappas/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2481 



